10/26/2005 13':03 FAX 8013281707 WORKMAN NVDEGGER 0005/018 



Application No. 09^779,86? 

AnnsnJmetrt 'C" and RCE clued October 26. ZOOS 

Reply to Olfic* Action nisilcd Sepleniber 21 . 2005 

AMENDMFNTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims: 

lliirinp of Claims; 

1. (CurrenUy Amended) In a system having a set top box receiving digital 
programmtng content comprised of multiple charaiels, and wherein the programming content of 
each chamiel is provided to the set top box in an encoded digital format detennined by the 
provider of the content, a method for recording one or more selected channels without decoding 
them prior to recording so as to store them in the same encoded digital format as determined by 
the content provider in order not to degrade the recording quality of the selected channels, and 
thereby also permitting display of one of the recorded channels while recording another one of 
the selected channels, the method comprising the acts of: 

receiving at the set top box digital programming content which is comprised of 
any or any combination of satellite transmissions, cable television transmissions, local 
television transmissions, radio transmissions, Internet data, MTZG x idco or -ftiKlior video 
streams, or audio streams, nr ^,iw combination oP satellit e tmnsmissions, cabkitglevision 
tj2in.niissi ons. local televi-^ion trans m issions, radio transmission^. Internet data, video 
streams, or audio streams '"^'V^ MPPr. video or audio^and wherein the digital 
programming content is encoded in a digital format that is detennined by a content 
provider and wherein the digital format of at least one channel is other than MPEG; 

isolating and thereby selecting the at least one channel from the multiple channels 
of the p rogramming content with a tuner, demodulator and transport demultiplexer of the 

set top box i^^^ whPr^.i i-. ihe multinie ch annels have conlent cnwded in Ji^lurgljlxof 

digital fomiats ; 

s ending ditrita i -^r^^'^* »f the at least one chann el Irom the.^iiSB0d 
A..^,,u■.fs^...r 1^ n ^tnr. u>e medium and storing the digital content of the at least one 
channel on a storage medium without decoding it so as to store it using the same digital 
format with which the at least one channel was received at the set top box in order to 
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store the digital content of the at least one channel without degrading it^ wherein the 
n^n^"^ H..m..ltip^PVPr can send digital mntent in thpnlurality of digital fomiatg; 

retrieving digital content of a second channel from the storage medium that has 
previously been stored prior to decoding; 

decoding the digital content of the second channel into an analog format for 
display at a display device while storing the digital content of the at least one channel on 

the storage medium; and 

displaying the decoded analog format of the content of the second channel on the 

display device, 
2-9. (Canceled). 
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10. (Currently Amended) In a system having a set top box leceiving digital 
programming content comprised of multiple channels, and wherein the programming content of 
each channel is provided to the set top box in an encoded digital format determined by the 
provider of the content, a method for recording one or more selected channels without decoding 
them prior to recording so as to store them in the same encoded digital format as determined by 
the content provider in order not to degrade the recording quality of the selected channels, the 

method comprising the acts of: 

tuning and demodulating the digital programming content to identify multiple 
channels contained by the programming content, and wherein the content of each channel 
is encoded in a digital fonnat that is deteimined by a content provider, and wherein the 
digital fonnat of at least one channel is other than MPEG; 

demultiplexing the multiple channels of the transport stream with a transport 
demultiplexer in order to select the at least one channeU wherein the m rsEori 
demultinlcxcr is equ i pped to select a channel encod ed in an y pf ajlurality of c MM 
formats; and 

recording on a storage medium the at least one channel without decoding it so as 
to store it using the same digital format with which the at least one channel was received 
at the set top box in order to store the digital content of the at least one channel without 
degrading r^r.^rHinf ; on a stomne medium inc ludes scnd in . ^ thc j ligital content 

nf thr Tit l-fl-i' '^^'^ ^h^TiTiPl frniTi xhc Irans port de nmlli plexer to the storage mo diuni- 

11. (Canceled). 

12. (Previously Presented) A method as defined in claim 10, wherein the at least one 
charmel is compressed, 

13. (Previously Presented) A method as defined in claim 10, wherein the act of 
recording the at least one channel further comprises the act of simultaneously displaying the at 
least one channel on a display device. 
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14. (Previously Presented) A method as defmed in claim 13, wherein the act of 
displaying the at least one channel further comprises the act of decoding the at least one channel 
with a decoder, wherein the decoder produces video output and audio outputs. 

15. (Previously Presented) A method as defined in claim 10, fiuther comprising the 

acts of: 

decoding a second channel ah^ady recorded on the storage medium while Ihe at 
least one channel is recording on the storage medium; and 
displaying the second channel. 



16. (Canceled). 
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17. (Currently Amended) In a system having a set top box receiving digital 
programming content comprised of multiple channels, and wherein the programming contem of 
each chaimel is provided to the set top box in an encoded digital format determined by the 
provider of the content, an apparams for recording one or more selected channels without 
decoding them prior to recording so as to store them in the same encoded digital format as 
determined by the content provider in order not to degrade the recording quality of the selected 
channels, the apparatus comprising: 

tuner and a demodulator adapted for receiving and operating on the digital 
prx)gramming content to identify multiple channels contained by the programming 
coment, and wherein the content of each channel is encoded in a digital format that is 
determined by a content provider and wherein the digital foimat of at least one channel is 
other than MPEG; 

a transport coupled to the output of the demodulator and adapted to demultiplex 
the multiple channels of the transport stream in order to permit selection of the at least 
one rhrtnn-'.j^-^;'-"'^?^'-^ ^"'"f ^ '^' ^'^^'^ of selcctintr oh nnnci encoded in a pluraUty of 
digital formats ; and 

a Storage device coupled to the transport for recording the at least one channel 
without decoding it so as to store it using the same digital format with which the at least 
one channel was received at the set top box in order to store the digital content of the at 
least one chamicl without degrading i t wherpjn storage device can receive cpntent 
t^nr.nded in aiiv of the oluraliiv nfdigital fonnals From t he transporter. 

18. (Canceled). 

19. (Previously Presented) An apparatus as defined in claim 17, further comprising a 
decoder that is connected to the storage medium such that a previously recorded channel maybe 
decoded and displayed on a display device while the at least one selected channel is recorded on 
the storage mediimi. 

20. (Previously Presented) An apparatus as defined in claim 19, wherein the decoder 
is also coupled to the transport so that a selected channel output from the transponder may be 
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simultaneously directed to both the storage medium for recording and to the decoder for display 
of the selected channel as it is recorded. 

21 . (Previously Presented) An apparatus as defined in claim 17, further comprising a 
conditional access system for determining whether a selected channel may be displayed. 
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